55. EXAMPLE OF ALACRITY
It was in 1921. The All-India Congress Committee
was holding its session in Bezwada,1 and its magnificence
rivalled that of the annual sessions of the Indian National
Congress itself. In that session it was decided to collect
one crore of rupees for the Tilak Swaraj Fund, to make
one crore of new members for the Congress, and to set
twenty lacs of spinning wheels working in the country.
After that there was a huge meeting. They made a
high mound of earth, and the leaders were made to sit
in a mandap (covered platform) erected on the mound.
The mound, with its mandap, was as a tiny island in a
surging ocean of humanity. There were no loud-speakers
in those days, and voices could not reach very far. But
that did not matter. The people were drunk with a new
hope; they wanted no words; they just wanted to look
at Gandhiji. The meeting had only just started when a
cow, so to speak, 'gate-crashed9, and got caught amongst
the crowd. There was a hullabaloo. Bapu was only able
to say: "You are not gathered here to look at me, you
are here to listen to the voice of Swaraj." But his voice
was drowned in the noise of the agitated crowd. Bapu
got up on a chair and stood in full view of the people.
The sight of him only excited further that already ex-
cited multitude. It came surging in irresistible waves
towards the hillock. There was no way of controlling it.
I began to tremble for Bapu's very life. One can save
oneself from one's enemies, but how is one to save
1 This was during April 30- May 1, 1921.
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